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BACKGROUND -
The Mediterranean basin is a hotspot of biodiversity for :‘,‘%k ok
chondrichthyan species hosting over 80 species, but it is also - % \/) 1% : —
one of the world’s regions facing the highest risk of extinction. 3 i S 4 i
Between 1980 and 2015, the percentage of shark and ray nie™ Nl = . 8N e
species listed as threatened increased by 18% in the ” }/ 1 | // A | '
Mediterranean Sea [1]. Furthermore, the Mediterranean Sea is iR o 5 { *';:'
considered the most heavily invaded regions of the world [2], e V62 L) i g
with more than a thousand introduced marine alien species, e | ,\h’?liilvf'uvutuvm..\'.vu '*-"’«';_f:; o e 1
10% of them categorized as invasive (IAS — invasive Alien 58 Egadi Islands 2 P ' /
Species). 3 ;t;:t':\:rfnsxg:iaticSea ‘
The LIFE PROMETHEUS is a transnational project, involving Italy, g ap e
Spain, France, Cyprus, and Greece, and focusing into 12 10. Nestos delta
different project areas (hereafter, PAS) in the European waters 1; E:g:fss Island Fig. 1: Map of intervention areas. Bathymetry from EmodNet

of Mediterranean Sea (Fig. 1).

The challenge: LIFE PROMETHEUS aims at improving the health status of 15 elasmobranch species and promoting their conservation

through different concrete actions described below.

Involvement of fishers Training/workshops and demonstration of
alternative and more sustainable fishery
gears in |AS fishery
Engaging market in the IAS fishery and
consumption

Development of a
Code of Conduct for ecotourism
|dentification of EFH for elasmobranchs
and fine-definition of their aggregations

Application of deterrents and alternative
fishing strategies

Supporting fishers for fundraising
Creation of a HELPDESK

800 fishers involved and 25% change

behaviour Ca. 30% of the fishers participating in Ca. 800 divers involved and 10 diving

. workshops and training adopted centers adopt the Code of Conduct
55 vessels applying deterrents or

alternative fishing strategies alternative gears 2 MPAs revise their management plan
Ca. 30 fish markets/fish sh oot th Ca. 15 restaurateurs or fish shops propose  production of Handbook disseminated to
d. SUTISN Markets/1ish Shops adopt the IAS in their menu or sell them ca. 5000 key-stakeholders
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